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ABSTRACT  

The paper aims to unearth the reasons behind the woeful state of the environment in South 

Asia to suggest appropriate remedies that would lead towards inclusive growth and 

sustainability. Based on a qualitative framework, it checks the efficacy of various aspects 

of the existing regional legislations concerning more massive environmental problems like 

climate change, air pollution and land pollution to glean useful insights so that they could 

be made more sustainable. The method of inquiry for the paper is selected from the 

theoretical tradition of neoliberal institutionalism based on the concept of governance as a 

tool to analyze the environment. The paper will present a descriptive analysis of the topic 

after exhausting the wealth of knowledge on the issue resulting in a new resolve pertaining 

to regional environmental governance. The paper contends that because of the absence of 

a regional architecture of environmental governance in South Asia, where importance is only 

given to enacting local legislation, the state of the environment is on the road to further 

destruction. It therefore suggests the creation of a new organization- Regional Association 

of Environment for South Asia- that would induce regional action on the part of the South 

Asian countries to ensure inclusive growth and sustainability.  

Keywords: Regional Environmental Governance, Climate Change, Air pollution, Land  

degradation, Sustainability.  

  

1.  INTRODUCTION  

South Asia, a sub-region of Asia consisting 

of seven countries of the world namely, 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, 

India, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka [1] is 

severely jeopardized by environmental 

exigencies like climate change, 

desertification, air pollution and loss of 

biodiversity, etc. Lack of sustainability in 

both production and consumption patterns 

has caused the citizens of South Asia to pay 

high social and economic costs. Owing to 

environmental concerns that transcend 

boundaries, it is imperative to look for 

diverse response options for finding 

adequate answers at the regional level 

that would ensure sustainable growth of 

the South Asian countries.   

At this point, regional actions seem 

necessary to attain sustainable 

development so that social progress that 

calls for growth and employment, along 

with reliable environmental protection can 

be possible. Moreover, sustainable 

development requires comprehensiveness 

along with the formulation of specific 

action-oriented strategies that are 

motivating, cooperative and applicable to 

all the levels of development.   

Accordingly, this paper will argue that due 

to the absence of the regional dimension 

of environmental governance based on 

regional networking, the condition of the 

environment in South Asia is worsening 

with every passing day. It will do so by 

discussing the three primary 

environmental exigencies faced by the 

South Asian countries namely climate 

change, air pollution and land pollution, 
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followed by the specific regional 

legislations and their efficacy. The paper 

will conclude with appropriate 

recommendations for inclusive growth and 

sustainability.   

2.  SPELLING OUT THE NEED FOR 

REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

GOVERNANCE  

Regional environmental governance is 

defined as being based upon three 

essential features: a pluralistic nature of 

decision making; the dynamic process of 

coordination and the aim to attain 

collective outcomes, that is, of mitigating 

the negative consequences of 

environmental degeneration at the 

regional level. Regional systems of 

environmental management are 

imperative in gathering support for, and 

the implementation of various programs 

requiring action as constituent states of an 

ecoregion could collaborate to solve 

mutual environmental issues and look after 

shared ecosystems. The addition of the 

regional dimension to the study of 

environmental politics owing to its ability 

to “enhance commonalities, promote 

familiarity and tailor mitigating action to 

a smaller than global constituency” is 

what makes it an effective remedy for 

South Asia.[2]  

It is also important to note that regional 

environmental governance should not be 

understood as a reflection of its global 

predecessor because the political, social, 

cultural and scientific dynamics for both 

the levels are different. Through the 

analysis of the work of various regional 

organisations like the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and other 

conventions like the Abidjan Convention 

geared towards regulating multiple 

aspects of the environment regionally, it 

can be proved that as compared to the 

global forum, such actors working at the 

regional level have achieved much more in 

a given time frame.  

The regional dimension of environmental 

governance also has one underlying quality 

of the region that is based upon proximity 

instilling greater commonality and 

therefore participation. Because of this 

adjacency, context-specific factors such 

as the sharing of water resources, streams 

of migration and other crossborder natural 

calamities become decisive factors when 

describing the regional dimensions of 

environmental governance. Hence, the 

way the concept of regional environmental 

governance is shaped affects the way 

policymakers and scholars address it. [3]  

Furthermore, regional environmental 

governance can morph vital connections 

between local management needs and 

global policy; hence regional forums 

should form the significant chunk of future 

multilateral environmental agreements. In 

this regard the emphasis should be upon 

the building of regional organisations for 

expanding regional cooperation, attracting 

more resources for the implementation of 

treaties and bolstering smaller states in 

the implementation of environmental 

projects. As these regional organisations 

strengthen administrative ability, diffuse 

scientific and technical knowledge and 

raise awareness at the regional level; 

therefore it is important to enact a 

separate organization for South Asia which 

could cater to the region’s environmental 

needs in place of the South Asian 

Association for Regional Cooperation 

(SAARC) which is a highly politicized body 

and the South Asia Cooperative 

Environment Programme  

(SACEP) which lacks the funds, tools and 

means to effectively combat 

environmental issues at the regional 

levels.   

2.1  Regional  Environmental  
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Governance through the NeoLiberal 

Lens  

Regional environmental governance has its 

underlying foundations in the liberal 

institutionalist point of view which 

emphasizes upon the amalgamation of 

multiple stakeholders such as states, 

nonstate entities, multinational 

companies along with civil society 

networks working for a common aim under 

the banner of an overarching organization 

which can sway the negotiation processes 

additionally influencing the result of such 

procedures and contribute by raising 

awareness about ecological exigencies, 

regulating the proceedings and reducing 

the general expenses of collaboration. 

Accordingly, in the South Asian context, 

the number of threats posed by the 

environment can be resolved or lessened if 

such a long-lasting commitment is made at 

the behest of the South Asian countries.  

3.  CLIMATE CHANGE AND REGIONAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE   

Emissions of carbon dioxide in the 

atmosphere contribute to climate change 

that can have dire repercussions for both 

humans and their ecological environment. 

The principal source of the emission of 

carbon dioxide and other greenhouse 

gasses into the atmosphere is the 

combustion of fossil fuels. Once in the 

atmosphere, these emissions trap sunlight 

thereby raising global temperatures. Such 

a rise in global temperatures can start a 

chain reaction whereby weather patterns 

and the supply of water is altered, the 

cultivation season for food and cash crops 

is changed, and coastal communities are 

threatened because of elevated sea levels. 

Over the last 1oo years, the surface 

temperature of planet earth has increased 

by 0.75 degree Celsius due to the trapping 

of heat by carbon dioxide and other  

greenhouse gasses. [4]  

In the South Asian context, the emissions 

of carbon dioxide per capita have risen 

since the past decade. Such a change is 

once again a consequence of higher energy 

demand whereby thermal based power 

plants are constructed in which the 

combustion of fossil fuels contributes to 

higher carbon emissions. Mostly, power 

generation in South Asian countries is 

largely dependent upon coal as a raw 

material for combustion. Apart from the 

emission of fly ash from these power plants 

that enhance the concentration of 

particulate matter in the air, it also 

contributes to climate change and global 

warming. According to IPPC, within South 

Asia, “the net damage costs of climate 

change are likely to be significant and to 

increase over time.” [5]  

3.1 Major Regional Declarations on 

Climate Change  

Two major declarations on Climate Change 

came in 2008 and 2010 namely the Dhaka 

Declaration on Climate Change and the 

Thimpu Statement on Climate Change 

respectively. Both the plans are based on 

the SAARC Plan of Action on Climate 

Change that has a few broad thematic 

areas including the joint mobilisation of 

resources, adaptation, development and 

deployment of technology and mitigation.  

The Dhaka Declaration aimed to educate 

the people about climate change and 

spread awareness about the threats that it 

posed by promoting advocacy programs 

and mass awareness campaigns. It also has 

provisions for instilling cooperation in 

capacity building measures such as the 

initiation of clean development 

mechanisms and the provision of 

incentives for reducing carbon emissions. 

The declaration also focused upon sharing 

the results of research among members 

and exchanging information related to 

climate change and its effects. Lastly, it 

was also agreed that all programs in line 

with the declaration would be initiated 
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and implemented as per SAARC’s practice 

for adaptation of policies regarding 

climate change. [6]  

The Thimpu Statement mimicked all the 

aforementioned provisions but went one 

step forward to include new ones and to 

improve upon the older ones. For instance, 

in raising awareness about climate change, 

the Thimpu statement agreed upon 

incorporating the sciencebased material in 

educational curriculum along with the 

promotion of green technologies and low 

carbon economies. Moreover, the 

statement also authorised an Inter-

governmental Expert Group on Climate 

Change to monitor the efficacy of the 

policies regarding climate change along 

with a Low-carbon Research and 

Development Institute in the South Asian 

University. As per the provisions laid by 

this paper regarding the actual implication 

of regional environmental governance, the 

Thimpu statement created institutional 

linkages among domestic organisations in 

South Asia, commissioned an Inter-

governmental  

Climate-related Disasters Initiative on the 

integration of Climate Change Adaptation 

and explored the feasibility of enacting 

low carbon technology and 

environmentally friendly energy  

sources.[7]  

3.2    Major Regional Declarations vs  

Climate Change  

  

Theoretically, all the agreed upon 

measures are steps in the right direction, 

and as a result some provisions like the 

capacity building measures have been put 

into action along with the measures 

related to filling the information gap that 

has been efficiently tended to; however, 

no data exists to check if all these 

practices have successfully addressed the 

objectives as envisaged in the original 

declarations and whether further ventures 

have been launched based on this learning.   

At the moment, there is no evaluation or 

monitoring mechanism in place to check 

the efficacy of projects as agreed upon on 

paper and there are no signs of them being 

put into practice as a regional initiative 

although some of these projects have been 

started at the national levels in an 

individual capacity. An example can be the 

“Energy Vision 2020” that is being adopted 

by Bangladesh on an individual basis, but 

there seems to be no initiation of a joint 

energy efficiency programme at the 

regional level. Also, no knowledge exists to 

evaluate whether the people undergoing 

specialised courses and training are 

putting them into practice and if such 

initiatives have proved to bring about 

actual policy changes. Also, no 

comprehensive plan exists to combat 

climate change by reducing carbon 

emissions either through the adoption of 

carbon capture technology, the plantation 

of trees to act as carbon sinks or the drive 

for greener energy alternatives at the 

regional level.   

4. AIR POLLUTION AND REGIONAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE  

It is a given fact that the quality of air in 

all the major cities of South Asian 

countries is rapidly deteriorating because 

of an increase in the number of vehicles on 

the road, the use of low-quality fuel and 

less efficient motor vehicle engines. A 

concomitant boom in the number of diesel-

based four-wheeler and twowheeler 

automobiles on the road has not only 

increased but has also given rise to traffic 

congestion which has become a norm. 

Also, other factors like the quick pace of 

industrialisation and urbanisation have 

also contributed to the contamination of 

breathable air within South Asia.  

As a rule, air quality in an area is measured 

according to the concentration of air 

pollutants composed of odours, irritants 

and suspended particulate matter (SPM) 

such as mist, fumes, smoke, and dust. For 
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most South Asian cities, the 

concentrations of SPM are off the charts 

thereby becoming a significant cause of 

respiratory illnesses. Out of the entire 

demographic fabric of South Asia, the 

older and weaker factions show the most 

vulnerability to the issues caused by SPM 

concentrations that have exceeded the 

permissible safe standards lately. In 

addition to being responsible for various 

illnesses, a high concentration of SPM in 

the air also contributes to low visibility 

especially during winters as witnessed in 

Lahore a few months back. [8]  

Moreover, the oxides of Nitrogen and 

Sulphur also form a significant chunk in the 

concentration of primary pollutants in the 

air which is on the rise in some South Asian 

cities like New Delhi and Karachi.[9] Out of 

the other oxides of nitrogen, Nitrogen 

Dioxide is the most common pollutant that 

is a byproduct of fuel combustion either in 

vehicles, electric utensils or large 

industrial boilers that makes humans more 

susceptible to respiratory infection. 

Similarly, out of the variants of Sox, 

Sulphur Dioxide is the most lethal one 

whose sources include various industrial 

processes and fuel combustion which 

makes breathing extremely difficult and 

aggravates asthma.  

Apart from being injurious to health, 

atmospheric pollutants like the oxides of 

Nitrogen and Sulphur also cause acid rain 

that has deadly ecological consequences. 

[10] One of the major concerns attached 

to the problems caused by the oxides of 

Nitrogen and Sulphur is that they are 

significant contributors to transboundary 

air pollution especially in the regional 

context of South Asia. As per a study 

carried out by SACEP, at the rate at which 

the demand for energy is increasing along 

with its consumption, the concentration of 

sulfur dioxide and different oxides of 

nitrogen in the air is going to surpass the 

combined emissions of Europe and North 

America.[11]  

Due to the delicacy of the matter, little 

data exists on the concentrations of NOx 

and SOx; hence proper assessment is 

difficult to make and that has a further 

limitation in planning and analysing 

effective pollution control measures.   

4.1 Major Regional Declarations on Air 

Pollution  

One major regional agreement to tackle 

the problem of trans-boundary air 

pollution is the “Malé Declaration” as a 

result of the joint efforts of UNEP and the 

Stockholm Environment Institute to create 

awareness about the issue of air pollution 

in South Asia as it houses the most polluted 

cities of the world. Adopted in 1998 by the 

member countries the declaration aspires 

to streamline the process of the provision 

of clean air as a prerequisite for a clean 

environment by encouraging regional 

cooperation to challenge the hazardous 

impacts of air pollution. The declaration 

was based on three phases. [12]  

During the first phase appropriate action 

plans were drawn up through the 

establishment of a network conducting 

baseline studies. In the second phase 

consultation between the partners at both 

the domestic and regional levels was held 

to help them build consensus on issues of 

air pollution that transcends boundaries 

along with the initiation of a capacity 

building programme geared towards 

providing trainings and putting in place a 

large monitoring network to ensure 

compliance and point out non conformists. 

The last phase was completed by the end 

of 2010 that planned to utilize all the 

research conducted on the problem of air 

pollution in South Asian countries during 

the previous two phases as a foundation 

for the development of appropriate policy 

measures in the region.[13]  
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Recently two more phases have been 

added to this initiative for better 

implementation namely Phase IV spanning 

from 2010 to 2014) and Phase V whose 

practical manifestation is yet to be seen. 

During the fourth phase several activities 

were carried out like the provisions of the 

first three phases were strengthened and 

foundations were laid for the beginning of 

the fifth phase. During this phase the 

member countries also enhanced their 

regional cooperation based on the issues of 

monitoring and impact assessment. Lastly, 

during the current phase that began after 

2014, schemes to control air pollution in 

South Asia are being carried out along with 

other measures that would ensure 

compliance with the Malé Declaration in 

South Asia. [14]  

4.2     Major Regional Declarations vs.  

Air Pollution  

  

Like the concerns addressed in the 

previous paragraph, despite the presence 

of a regional declaration the quality of air 

in South Asia has not improved yet. The 

reason for such an inadequacy can also be 

attributed to certain loopholes found in 

the declaration itself. Although certain 

areas like the reduction in fuel emissions 

and the introduction of latest technology 

has seen some amount of progress; 

however, a few other spheres require 

further attention and improvement. 

Moreover, several provisions in the 

document exist that undermine the 

urgency required to act for the reduction 

of air pollution. These will be discussed in 

detail in the following paragraphs.  

Firstly, the Malé Declaration does not 

empower the responsible bodies that can 

formulate and implement appropriate 

policies geared towards pollution 

abatement either through regulatory 

control or market-based instruments and 

incentives. Such an institutional omission 

has proved to a major roadblock in 

achieving progress in this domain. 

Moreover, negligible importance is given 

to the issue of technology sharing and 

pollution abatement strategies. More 

stress has been laid on carrying out 

massive awareness campaigns and carrying 

out various studies in this sphere. Lastly, 

all the mechanisms related to knowledge 

sharing and best practice are not defined 

in detail so that national legislation can be 

formulated accordingly.  

As far as the discussion of projects is 

concerned, enough space is devoted to 

evaluating, examining, strategising, 

allotting assets, and carrying out system 

improvements; however specific topics 

have either been omitted entirely or not 

given enough importance. For instance, no 

accountability mechanism has been 

devised whereby a specialised body would 

check the progress of various stakeholders 

in monitoring their specific emissions. 

Also, neither have joint capacities been 

defined nor assigned at any stage of the 

declaration. Similarly, the declaration 

does not specify agencies that are best 

positioned to carry out and manage the 

commitments that have been made for 

instance the commitment to forming 

national reporting systems. It has also 

been felt that due to the amount of 

influence shared by certain ministries over 

others like the finance ministry over the 

environment one, it is crucial to build 

inter-governmental partnerships between 

various ministries such as commerce, 

economic development, health etc.   

Furthermore, data sharing on 

specific focal points as mentioned in the 

deceleration should be encouraged. Where 

events are more heterogeneous, 

information sharing and exchange should 

prompt the commencement of 

segmentspecific approaches. A few 

valuable recommendations can be made 

from the regional endeavours portrayed 

above to control outflows, including 
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making the Malé Declaration a legally 

binding agreement for the reduction of air 

pollution in South Asia. Such a legally 

binding contract may likewise have as a 

premise, the acknowledgement of the 

issue of increasing air contamination and 

its subsequent ecological, health and 

financial effects on the number of 

inhabitants of the member countries and 

further components may be added in the 

same manner.  

5. LAND POLLUTION AND REGIONAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE   

Land is an important resource for the agro-

based economies of South Asia as they 

have the most land under cultivation when 

compared to the other five subregions of 

Asia and the Pacific. The dependence of 

the most impoverished factions of South 

Asia on subsistence agriculture makes 

them most vulnerable to the adverse 

impacts of land degradation which is a 

significant issue in all South Asian 

countries. The Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) defines land 

degradation as the “the reduction in the 

capability of the land to produce benefits 

from a particular land use under a 

specified form of land management.”[15] 

Some processes are classified under the 

broad umbrella of land degradation that 

include soil erosion, depletion of soil 

fertility and organic matter, acidification, 

hard setting and compaction, soil pollution 

and biological degradation.   

All the processes above are a 

consequence of the mechanised forms of 

agriculture being used such as leaching of 

saline land, overuse of fertilisers and 

pesticides and the cultivation of high yield 

variety seeds. Although all South Asian 

countries have been victims of land 

degradation such as a quarter of Pakistan’s 

land which is seriously vulnerable to wind 

and water erosion; however, India is 

affected the most. Almost all the land in 

northern India and parts of Bangladesh is 

either salinised or acidified.  Moreover, 

Nepal’s steep topographical features are 

susceptible to landslides and soil erosion 

along with one-third of Sri Lanka’s total 

land. [16]  

In addition to housing fertile land 

for agriculture, South Asia is also home to 

diverse ecosystems composed of a wide 

variety of forests like the Coniferous trees 

in the North to the Mangroves in the South. 

Apart from countries like Maldives and 

Bhutan where over the years the forest 

cover has remained steady, in other parts 

of South Asia, constant deforestation for 

agriculture and settlements has put 

enormous pressure on the percentage of 

trees. The worst affected by forest cover 

loss has been Nepal.    

Apart from the area designated for 

forests that is destroyed, land degradation 

also contributes to the reduction of both 

the quality and quantity of cultivatable 

land for agricultural purposes in South Asia 

which is the backbone of South Asian 

economies. This has once again been a 

consequence of the process of rapid 

industrialisation, urbanisation and a boom 

in population. Such a reduction in arable 

land further has devastating effects on 

food production thereby food security of 

the South Asian states. Another aspect of 

the loss of arable land per capita in South 

Asia is the resulting deforestation that 

must be done to make room for 

cultivation; hence, not only is food 

security under risk but valuable forest 

cover is also eventually depleted.  

5.1 Major Regional Declarations on Land  

Pollution  

  

Apart from a slight mention in the SAARC 

Action Plan on Climate Change which 

under the thematic area of “Policies and 

Actions for Climate Change Mitigation” 

mentions the “sharing of best practices on 

sustainable forest management based on 
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experiences,” no major regional 

declarations exist on the management of 

forests or curbing land degradation in 

South Asia; however, a few other regional 

agreements exist which are signed by most 

of the South Asian countries. These include 

the Asian Network on Problem Soils (1989) 

set in motion by FAO that covers the Asia 

and Pacific region; Desertification Control 

in Asia and the Pacific (1983) organized by 

the Economic and Social Council for Asia 

and the Pacific and the Forestry Research 

Support Programme for Asia and the 

Pacific (1992) once again initiated by FAO 

addressing the issue of tropical 

deforestation, the sustenance of 

agricultural productivity and the 

management of fuelwood and fragile  

tropical soils. [17]  

5.2 Major Regional Declarations vs Land  

Pollution  

  

In addition to the reforms offered in the 

previous rubrics, land degradation also 

lacks significant legislation. When no 

appropriate measures are in place to curb 

land pollution then how can the issue be 

resolved? Although specific domestic 

initiatives have been very successful in 

reducing it; however, just like other issues 

discussed in this paper, the problem of 

land pollution also transcends boundaries, 

so collective effort on the regional level is 

required. In line with this logic, protocols 

for strengthening efforts to combat land 

degradation can be devised at the regional 

level in a step by step process. First, it 

would be better to formulate practical 

definitions of the degrees of severity of 

land degradation so that appropriate 

policies could be morphed according to the 

extent of damage. Next, surveys need to 

be conducted by each South Asian country 

under the supervision of the broader 

protocol so that the present state of 

degradation could be gauged efficiently. 

Another step could be to analyse the social 

and economic effects of land degradation 

upon the South Asian populace through the 

parallel working of soil scientists and social 

scientists. Lastly, the findings of the first 

two steps should be translated into 

regional programs where institutional 

responsibilities are clarified, priorities are 

identified, and then the plans are carried 

out.   

Once the project begins, other aspects can 

be simultaneously added to obtain optimal 

results. Hence, as the need arises research 

should be conducted to chalk out measures 

to combat land degradation including 

research on practical methods of 

improving soil fertility, strategies of 

ensuring the participation of people from 

all walks of life and of course research on 

the causes of degradation. Afterwards, 

certain measures to curb the direct causes 

of degradation should be adopted for 

instance programs related to the 

reclamation of waterlogged and saline 

land and the introduction of agroforestry 

etc. lastly, land management measures 

should be integrated with population 

policy because the underlying cause of 

land degradation is a rapid increase in 

population.   

5. RECOMMENDATIONS AND 

CONCLUSION   

The study aimed to clarify the reason as a 

result of which the woeful state of the 

environment in South Asia is unable to 

improve despite the initiation of various 

responses to address its present state. 

Adopting a qualitative framework, the 

paper contended that because of the 

absence of regional environmental 

governance in South Asia, where 

importance is only given to enacting local 

legislation, the state of the environment in 

South Asia is on the road to further 

destruction. The paper checked the 

efficacy of various aspects of existing 

regional legislations concerning 

environmental problems like climate 

change, air pollution and land pollution.  
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It was found that although legislation does 

exist in the domain of climate change but 

favourable results are yet to be seen. 

Similarly, few policies exist on the issue of 

air pollution with very few current 

statistics and research to back the claim 

for the formulation of added mechanisms. 

Lastly, about land pollution, it observed 

that negligible importance had been given 

to the problems of forest cover and land 

degradation which continue to be 

significant issues in South Asia. Hence, 

overall it can be rightfully concluded that 

the problem of environmental degradation 

is worsening day by day due to the lack of 

the presence of the regional domain of 

environmental governance in South Asia 

based on social forces that drive political 

connectivity.  

It is therefore suggested that a nascent 

organisation should be created by the 

name of “Regional Association of  

Environment for South Asia” (RAESA) that 

would deal with environmental issues only. 

It should house a mechanism that would 

induce regional action on the part of South 

Asian countries. The features of RAESA 

should include:   

• A Dispute Settlement Body geared 

towards solving problems related 

to shared resources like water 

bodies etc. through the consent of 

all the contesting parties to resolve 

conflicts equitably.  

• A Green Assembly on the grounds of 

the United Nations General 

Assembly where the rulemaking 

process will be spearheaded. The 

Green Assembly will have annual 

sessions where all environmental 

issues will be debated upon, and 

new issues will be brought to the 

table. The agreed-upon provisions 

will then be converted into 

regional environmental codes that 

will be legally binding upon all 

signatories. The assembly will 

further have an independent civil 

society forum, to welcome 

environmentalists from a vast 

variety of other fields.  

• Environmental Policy Reviewing 

Body that will comment upon the 

progress of the chalked-out policies 

and would also publish biannual 

reports delineating this progress. If 

the body finds any discrepancies in 

the action mechanisms, then the 

matters will be referred to the 

Green Assembly for further 

discussion and appropriate 

responses to bring the states up to 

speed.  

• A scientific Body that would carry 

out all kinds of scientific research 

to bolster the future policies. The 

findings from these investigations 

will then be converted into 

practical areas of action. The 

pointers created by them to gauge 

natural corruption and different 

dangers and the vital components 

to conjecture certain viewpoints 

would likewise help start the 

process of negotiation thereby 

providing early warnings for 

futuristic environmental risks.  

• A stable funding base that would 

mobilise both the public and 

private sector resources along with 

cooperation from the member 

countries that should allocate a 

sizable budget for this endeavour 

based on the principle that 

countries which pollute more will 

have to pay more.   

• A Performance Monitoring and 

Coordination Body that would 

gauge consistency alongside the 

built-up standards and arranged 

understandings. This office would 

likewise help set up a level of 

coordination among other 

departments working within the 

regional organisation and different 
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partners outside its locale too like 

local governments, UN-based 

associations and so forth.  

  

Apart from the various structures of 

RAESA, other measures should also be 

enacted like environmental auditing as an 

approach to give quick access to the 

overall population concerning data 

identified with environmental 

performance. Such a move is vital to 

encourage green consumerism and market 

discipline as the available statistics only 

one click away will prompt the citizens of 

South Asia to play their role in improving 

the condition of the environment.  

   

Closely linked to the issue of 

environmental auditing is the concern 

about certifying accountability through 

the provision of various incentives, like 

trade liberalisation or technology transfers 

and green loans to be utilised for 

environmental activities only as opposed 

to punishing non-adherents.  

  

Furthermore, on a regional level ecological 

safe havens should be created and left in 

their natural states so that only Eco-

tourists could access them such as the 

highly militarized Siachen Glacier.  

  

Also, specialised environmental embassies 

should be created in all the seven 

countries comprising South Asia where 

specialists and country representatives 

could intermingle and get the flavour of 

residing away from their own home 

countries. This will not only increase 

people to people contact but would also 

help them gauge the position of other 

South Asian countries.  

  

A renewed political sense of duty regarding 

the insurance and improvement of nature 

should be instilled in the governments of 

South Asian countries along with their 

citizens. Furthermore, environmental 

goals and reactions to environmental 

challenges should be incorporated into the 

general procedures of planning financing 

and execution.   

  

Lastly, significant polluters within South 

Asia like India and Pakistan should try to 

put their age-old rivalry aside for the sake 

of the betterment of the environment. As 

can be seen from this study, most of the 

important initiatives to curb 

environmental degradation have been 

taken by the small states within South Asia 

such as the Thimphu Statement (Bhutan) 

and the Dhaka Declaration (Bangladesh) 

which themselves are not major polluters. 

If such small countries could build a 

consensus among the larger South Asian 

states for the betterment of the 

environment, then it is not challenging 

enough for India and Pakistan to generate 

adequate responses in this domain. 

Moreover, working to stop environmental 

degradation can, in turn, open new facets 

for cooperation between the two countries 

that can eventually lead to the relaxation 

of tensions between them.   
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